Screening of HBV-DNA in chronic HBsAg carriers.
A series of 52 serum samples from chronic HBsAg carriers was tested for the presence of HBV-DNA by means of the Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) and Liquid Phase Hybridization (LPH). The samples were obtained from two groups of patients: group A included 34 chronic HBsAg carriers ("healthy" individuals) without hepatocytolysis or viral replication; group B included 18 chronic HBsAg carriers with signs of hepatocytolysis (ALT levels at least twice the normal value) and activated markers of viral replication. PCR was superior to LPH in group A, with 7/34 versus 5/34 positive samples being detected, respectively. No difference in sensitivity was found between the two techniques in group B, since 9/18 samples were positive both cases. The data stress the need to adopt PCR for the HBV-DNA screening of HBeAg-/HBsAg+-carriers.